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Observations on the Dubin Airport Authority’s latest submission (November 2023) to extend
operating hours, remove limits on night-time movements and to change the flight paths.
(Note: I found it difficult to#nd the planning application number online.)

From: Noel Bannon

The Commons,

Ratoath,
Co. Meath.
A85EC56

0872587658/(01)8256864

I am a home-owner living in the parish of Ratoath, between Ratoath and Dunshaughlin. During the
summer months of 2023, my wife and I noticed that flights were passing near our home that had

never passed this way before. The flights seemed to be every few minutes and occasionally you
could have 3 flights within a 6 minute period. Some flights passed directly over the River Walk in

Ratoath and on one occasion (I happened to be walking my dog), 3 flights passed close by within a
few minutes - one flying directly overhead with its undercarriage visible. I was so surprised that I
texted a local County Councilor to pass on the details. These flights flew overhead at 17:42, 17:45
and 17:47 on 10th July, 2023. 1 took photos to verify and remember the actual times.

This week, my birthday fell on 4th December. 1 woke early (6.15am approx.) and I was conscious of a

flight passing overhead which I could clearly hear in my bedroom. I decided to turn on the
FlightRadar app and track the nights that I could clearly hear from my bedroom. I was surprised at
the number of flights within the next 45 minutes and the direction of takeoff from the airport. I took

a screenshot of the flights that I could clearly hear, to note the time and their locations. I have
attached the screenshots with this document.

The first screenshot is at 06:24. You can observe that one plane (Dub-Nice) is flying away 10,036 feet
as another is approaching. The blue dot represents the location of my home (A85EC56). The

sequence of screenshots represents planes that I could clearly hear in my bedroom with the window
closed. All the 06.00 to 07:00 flights had similar flightpaths, leaving the airport and flying in the

general direction of Hollystown, some turning right earlier towards Ashbourne and some turning
right later, aiming towards Ratoath

06:24 (Dub-Hamburg) 4,359.

06:30 (Dub-Berlin). 7, 389 feet (At 6:23 this flight flew almost directly overhead
turning at 7,454 feet.)

7,977 feet06:37 (Dub – Leeds)

06:39 (Dub- Luxembourg) 7,643 feet

06:40 (Dub – Amsterdam) 4,823 feet

5613 feet06:42 (Dub – Manchester)

06:43 (Dub – Rovaniemi) 7,157 feet (Again, almost directly overhead)

06:46 (Dub-Copenhagen) 6,953 feet

5,596 feet06:50 (Dub-Zagreb)



06:53 (Dub-Newcastle) 9,817 feet

06:54( Dub – IASI) 7,021 feet

After this, I got up to have breakfast. Slightly later, I noticed that the directIon of the planes had
changed so I noted a few more flights:

07:20 (Dub – London) 12, 834 (at time of capture) Flight path has changed. Flying
from airport towards Ratoath and turning left towards

Dunboyne and finally towards Dublin.

07:22 (Dub- Rome) 6,910 feet (directly over my home) Flight path leaving from
airport towards Ratoath.

07:26 (Dub-Shannon) 10,795 feet (at time of capture) Flight path leaving airport
towards Ratoath

07:30 (Dub – Lisbon) 6,734 feet Flight path leaving airport towards Ratoath.

07:31 (Dub – Southampton) 3774 feet Flight path changed. Leaving airport and flying

parallel to M3 towards Ashbourne

07:32 (Dub-Southampton) 4417 feet Same flight as above. Turning over Garristown
a rea

I recorded 11 flights after the one I heard as I woke up - 12 flights in total - in a period of 40 minutes

between 06:15 and 06:54. From my experience, any flights flying in the vicinity of my home at 7000
feet or below cause enough noise for the people in the vicinity to be very conscious of the

aeroplane. Flying at 7000 feet directly over a house causes significant noise. I grew up in Finglas
East and we were used to planes flying overhead. The difference in the past few months since the
new runway has opened is that planes are flying in places they never flew before, they are very
regular – often 3 or 4 in a 10 minute period – and they are not, in my view, flying in the flight paths
that permission was given for them to fly. I believe that many people are experiencing far worst
effects than we are currently experiencing in our home, as flights passing overhead at 3000 to 4000
feet and lower must be incredibly intrusive in people’s everyday lives.

I am concerned that the DAA and those responsible for flight paths do not seem to take any notice
of planning permissions that were granted to date. Recent newspaper articles have suggested that
there will be an expansion in the number offlights entering and leaving Dublin Airport in the

medium term. As an individual, I do not have a problem with occasional flights over my home. The
regular and unceasing nature of the flights is a problem and planning regulations should ensure
that the DAA cannot unilaterally disimprove the quality of life of its neighbours. I am not a sound
engineer, but it has been suggested on tv by pilots, that aeroplanes are noisier as they turn at low
altitude and, perhaps, this is part of the problem.

I do not think that the DAA should be given permission to change the hours that they cannot fly at
night (Currently between llpm and 6am). People deserve to have a quality of life and if you live in
areas directly affected by aeroplanes taking off and landing, increasing flying times will affect their
mental wellbeing.

It is my impression that the DAA has completely changed the flight paths since planning permission

was granted for the new runway. The current flight paths are different to what was originally
proposed as part of the original consultation process. They are now looking for approval for changes



that they have unilaterally made. Allowing this to happen is not good for the planning process or for
the people who live in the vicinity of the airport who depend on planning laws to protect their rights.

There is also permission being sought to allow additional flights based on a process of averaging the

noise that aeroplanes make. No doubt, it will be argued that new aeroplanes are quieter than their
predecessors. As someone who is sitting in my home typing this submission, I can only observe that I
have noticed many aeroplanes flying overhead in the time it has taken me to produce this document.

In the current climate and with the current technology in aeroplanes, it will be devastating for people
living closer to the airport if a decision to allow more flights is the outcome of this process. At some
point in the future - when actually quiet aeroplanes exist – it may be reasonable to increase the
number offlights, but not in 2023-24.

Please find below screenshots taken on my phone which show the tIme, location and height of the

various flights mentioned above.

With every good wish in your deliberations,

Regards,

Noel Bannon

0872587658



06 24 eea
06 24 ee B a + Q =.C . B + Q =+ C 1 S1% a

Learn more
Learn more

a

e Ashbourne
•

M3ynooth

Q.
Lucan

M3ynonth

qll•

1q1a

Q. I_anl
a ='' 4

Lucan

byT.q
n .P

Dublin Dublin

Roth coole
Blackrock Go glc Rathcoole

Blackrock

fbI

DUB
DUBLIN

NCE
NICE

BAROMrrRiC

1 0.036 ft
GROUND SPE

283 kts

DUB HAM
DUBLIN HAMBURG

BAROMETRIC

4.359 ft
GROUND SPI

236 kts

DUB
DUBLIN

BER
BERLIN

BAROMfrRiC ALT

7,389 ft
GROUND SPEED

216 kts
Delwted OO 03 ago

Boeing 737-8AS HI_ I El-DLK

Airbus A:320-214 HE'- El-FNJ

Dwaned 00 02 ego

Boeing 737-8AS at' El.DHC

0 <



a6'33 eea
Live Street Camera Mew
42 + I

06 37 eea a8
Book early forIHG CairoHan + +

a6 39 BOB a + 0

Book early forIHG Cairo

Oftlqhtrodal

Ashbourne

:\,..<\ rl!

.d.~
9

ublil

Maynooth
Maynoot h

Q.
Lucan

\

Maynoot h

Q.
Lucan Du

\B

Rathcoole

F

Rat hcoole

++

+

a

)

')

___C

9

aas

:lane

C:

F

Rat hcoole

;lane

Naas

b
}

)

EIN3JE Elm A320
RYR9PY HR152 B738

Ryanair

RYR49HL rR1948 B738

Ryanair

DUB
DUBLIN

BER
BERLIN

BA

7l4

GR

25

RE

DUB
DUBLIN

LBA
LEEDS

DUB LUX
DUBLIN LUXEMBOURG

E

Departed 00 03 ago Departed 00 02 ago

FAirbus A:320-214

Departed 00:02 ago

Boeing 737-8AS
Boeing 737-8AS

I 0 0



d++aab O&
n _ , ,.. '' 'l

frIes

B + Q etC 1 46%

di4BdiP %I odadB + +

iq

a Md

i,
f

J q:
RYR7GK W 67#

rT

+

Dublin

DUB CPH
DUBLIN COPENHAGEN

DeWHd OO 02 aq)a

8AHOMt rR it ALI

6.953 ft
GROIiND SPfFD

218 kts

DUB
DUBLIN

ZAG
ZAGREB

BAROMETRIC NT

5.596 ft
GROUND SPEED

278 kts

DUB
DiJ8LIN

NCL
NEWCASILt

&ARL+4tTRIC ALT

9.817 ft
GROUND SPEED

232 kts

BoeIng 737-8 AS br . E14WS BoeIng 737.BAS

t>O•n+d CXI a2 NO

hE ', El-DHR Boeing 737 BAS

Dep+H BOtH BOn

' i , I El-DWP

0 < 0 <
0



B + O =• t: 1 41% o

RiBa– 6'-'"';-'''-'“"'' @
Ofh#htredol

[Xrnshaughllr. Ash blur ne Dunshdbghllq A$hlnume

CXrnshdl,rjhlln

e

=

\

Ll gI

\lavrloolh

laynootl

IEit! !!I I jI:11F111b 7 T; iIa:F1L I I r A L
GROUND SPCtO

Ceparted Chl 02 ap 217 kl8

LGWDUB IPP
BAROMrrRiC AIT
12.836 ft IE)ul{ E 1: :CJ!) 6 :: :F b H rt r I

GROUND SPEED

Dep•llnl m 03 aW 277 kl8

BoeIng 737-8AS bl ) El-EGB

Boeing 737-8AS REG El-EFJ
AIrbus A321-2S3N X REG El.LRF

III O <
0 <



07 30 see B + Q 3. t: .II 40%i40% a07 30 uea B { e at \:07-26 B©e B { get efl 40%b BIIxb

C) thqhtlatar
G)f+lqhtludal(&)fllqhtradar

% aa– %,Ba

eun$hiugh lin Ashbourne

Dunboyne
I

h1 a y n o c t h I1 1

KILo:I

L

DUB
BUBI N

O•rl'BrtedOO 03 ew

BoeIng 737'BAS

IP, LIS
IiSBON

BARDMrrRiC ALT

7.258 R

GROUND SPEED
274 kts

aLi EI+EKXDUB
DUBLIN

Departed 00 03 ago

JP’
;!!!::IN 1 ; 1 L ; IF1k + L

GROUND SPEED
AnN no in fIG 45 296 kts

DUB
DUBLIN

a•p8rted CHI 03 ego

IPP LIS
LISBON

BAROMETRIC Al

6.734 ft
GROUND SPEED

255 kts

Airbus A320.214 REG El.EKXREG El.GAM Boeing 737-8AS

Hmiba6 \ 6\ aN
3D vkw Route30 view More Info

0 <

a <
0 <



0731 Hee
07:32 Bee U 4 gRt \: ,1 40% n

udBa– G
(4)fllqhtrador

(t)fltqhtradal

Dunshaughlin

ea
Ashbourne Dunshauqhlln

!!aa
\

Swords o

D .93)
m

ql

++
: _+ , ,n

IP
+ ''+

Dubli

Durlboyne

I=V
ooth a 30th

EA13DB ww Ar76
Aer Lingus Regional
Operated by Emerald Airlines

EA13DB £n©oo Ar76
Aer Lingus Regional
Operated by Emerald Airlines

IE)Ut!!? s o :1::1:LWT a N ! ) 7 4 ft I B
GROUND SPEED

Departed 00 02 ago 1 66 kts

!!!!!i s o :I?J:ITT o N : ;RTO7:F: r R 1 c A L

GROUND SPEED

Departed 00 03 ago 1 58 kts

ATR 72-600 REG El-HDH
ATR 72-600 REG El-HDH

0 <
0 <


